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BD Life Sciences
1575 Airport Road
Sumter, SC  29153
803.469.8010
www.bd.com

Manufacturing medical devices here in Sumter for nearly 50 years…and still 
going strong!! Manufacturing medical devices

in Sumter for nearly 50 years...

And still going strong!

1575 Airport Rd • Sumter, SC 29153
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VISIT USCSUMTER.EDU TO APPLY

TAKE 
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A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E

CULTURAL MANAGER
ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF SUMTER, welcome to the Sumter Opera 

House and our year of celebration! 2020 marks one-hundred, twenty-fi ve years of 

existence for Sumter’s iconic venue.  What word is used for the 125th Anniversary, 

you ask? It is Quasquicentennial and it was coined the offi cial phrase for “125th 

Anniversary” in 1962 by an engineer and publishers of a popular encyclopedia, Funk 

& Wagnalls.  We also wondered, who else celebrates such a milestone? How about 

Swarovski Group, Hershey and Sumter’s own “The Item”   It will be our pleasure to 

“open the doors” on another year of diverse creative experiences!  

Throughout decades the building at 21 North Main street has provided a seat for many 

patrons, but most of the stories that have been told to me revolve around affection for 

the activities that took place here and the familiarity of the friends you would meet 

once inside these walls.  I mention these stories and conversations because they are 

a terrifi c example of how the Sumter Opera House has been woven into the tapestry 

of Sumter.  All across America, audiences have bonded with their historic theatres 

because of the architectural detail, the acoustics and the entertainment they offer.  

Simply stated, they are the best place to see a show.

I understand that you will still go to arenas to see specifi c shows.  Any town can build 

an arena, but not every city has an Opera House like this.  I can’t imagine seeing 

Delbert McClinton (Feb. 21), Jeanne Robertson (April 25) or The Duke Ellington 

Orchestra (Oct. 23) in a massive arena.  They demand intimacy and sometimes require 

an actual theatre.  I am blessed by those who came before us to see beyond their years, 

the importance of the Sumter Opera House for our state and our community. 

Community support continues to grow and attendance is on the rise.  I think this serves 

as a positive signal to the rest of the state that you support the artistic experiences 

here and that you want more opportunities!  I invite you, if you are not already, to 

consider a fi nancial contribution as I would be delighted to fi nd the best use for your 

sponsorship.  Participate with us, join our newsletter, communicate with us, follow us 

on our numerous social media platforms and patronize the businesses you fi nd within 

this program.  
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Looking to the future, we will strive for the Sumter Opera House to be a reoccurring 

destination for people to connect with history, share experiences and enjoy a brief 

escape from everyday life.  I believe art matters, its importance in our lives and our 

cultural empathy only increases with our participation. For audiences that love live 

entertainment, the Sumter Opera House provides the paradigm of venue intimacy and 

sensational artists.  Thank you,  and I am grateful you joined us tonight.

Seth J. Reimer

Cultural Manager

M I S S I O N
The Mission of the Sumter Opera House is to enrich the cultural 

lives of our community, neighbors, and visitors by providing diverse 

creative experiences.  

V I S I O N
The Vision of the Sumter Opera House is to be an indispensable 

cultural asset to our community through collaboration with educational 

systems, civic organizations, corporate sponsors, and individuals. 

We Value:

• Promoting arts as a catalyst for community vibrancy, quality of 

life, education and economic development.

• Preserving and archiving the heritage of Sumter’s iconic 

landmark for future generations.

• Presenting diverse concert experiences.

• Partnering with public schools, private schools, and homeschool 

groups to provide arts education opportunities.
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H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E

SUMTER OPERA HOUSE
On January 14, 1872, the doors of a two-story wooden structure opened to Sumterites. 

Located in the same location as the current Opera House, the original building included 

the town hall, city offices, city guard house, market, and a theater with 500 seats. In 

the late 19th century, it was very common for an opera house to be combined with 

government offices. The town hall was often the only large public space in a small 

town. Also, funds generated from theater events could help repay the debts incurred in 

building the municipal structure.

On December 9, 1892, a fire broke out in a dressing room while the Chick Company 

from New York City performed on stage. No one was injured, but the entire building, 

including the town records kept in an office on the second floor, was destroyed. Several 

surrounding stores were also lost in the fire. The total damage was figured at $70,000, 

the equivalent of $1.8 million today. Despite the significant loss, Sumter officials didn’t 

hesitate in making plans for a new building.

Less than a year after the fire destroyed the original building, a cornerstone was laid 

for a new building on the same site. The new structure was designed by architect J.C. 

Turner of Augusta, GA and brothers J.W. and D.J. McKiever of Charleston, SC. The 

building, as you see it today, was made of Cumberland Buff Stone and constructed in the 

Richardson Romanesque style. The structure featured a 100-foot tall, four-faced tower 

with a clock operated by weights. The first theatrical performance given in the new 

Opera House was on September 19, 1894 and featured the comedian Milton Nobles in 

the play called For Revenue Only.

By the 1900s, motion pictures were becoming more popular, proving to be the greatest 

threat to opera houses like Sumter’s. The city began looking for other ways to utilize the 

property which led to a proposed $120,000 renovation to transform the Opera House 

into a motion picture theater. The large expense, equal to over $2 million today, was due 

to the need to move the theater from the second floor to the first floor of the building. 

The Sumter City Council applied for a grant through the Public Works Administration 
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(PWA) and was awarded $50,400 for the project. The City provided the remaining 

$70,000 needed. At a time when money was low and jobs were few, this renovation 

created 300 jobs for local workers. 

Earle Stillwell of Hendersonville, NC and J.W. Cunningham of Sumter served as 

architects for the renovation. Upholstered seats, a modern cooling system, and a state of 

the art sound system along with Art Deco ornamentation around the proscenium and 

a grand marquee made this venue stand out among those in the Southeast. The newly 

renovated Sumter Theatre opened on Monday, August 31, 1936 with a grand celebration 

and featured the movie Earthworm Tractors starring Joe E. Brown. 

As technology progressed, attendance at the Sumter Theatre decreased. By the late 

1970s, movie theaters had opened nearby with multiple screens. Individuals could now 

rent movies and buy VHS tapes to enjoy movies at home. Malls opened up outside of the 

main district pulling traffic away from downtown and Main Street shops were closing. 

The Sumter Theatre closed its doors in 1982 and its future remained uncertain.

In 1984, the City of Sumter decided to relocate city offices to the Opera House because 

they needed more space. While many opponents argued against spending money on an 

old building, City officials maintained the move would help revitalize downtown and 

save a building that was historically significant to Sumter. General Obligation Bonds in 

the amount of $1.8 million were finally approved and the architecture firm of Drakeford-

Jackson & Associates was hired to begin renovations.

The renovated building housed city offices on the second, third, and fourth floors. The 

revamped auditorium included a balcony and six boxes, the architects enlarged and 

curved the stage, while the Art Deco murals were painstakingly restored and painted. 

A new section in the rear of the building housed the water department, business license 

department and credit union. City operations officially began on May 2, 1988. The 

renovation project was a defining moment and the first of many steps to reclaim downtown.

Find us online to be first to know about shows, giveaways and more!!

SumterOperaHouse HistoricSOH SumterOperaHouse
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VISITOR INFORMATION

PARKING
All parking in downtown Sumter is FREE. You can 
park on the street for up to four hours or park all 
day in any of the public parking lots and parking 
garages. All public parking is less than a five min-
ute walk from the theatre.

ACCESSIBILITY
Seating and assistance for persons with spe-
cial needs are available. Designated seating is 
reserved for patrons in wheelchairs and is only 
available when purchasing tickets in person or 
over the phone. The balcony and box seating is 
accessible only by two flights of stairs. Please 
notify our Box Office before you purchase tickets 
if anyone in your party requires special seating 
due to visual, auditory or physical impairments.

CONCESSIONS
The concessions stand is open one hour before 
curtain and during intermission. Snacks and 
drinks purchased at the concessions stand are 
permitted in the seating area. 

WILL CALL
Will Call is open Monday through Friday 8:30 am 
– 4:30 pm on non-performance days. Will Call 
always opens one hour prior to curtain on perfor-
mance days.

LATE ARRIVALS
Late patrons are seated at the discretion of the 
House Manager at an appropriate break in the 
performance.

CANCELLED AND 
RESCHEDULED EVENTS
If the event you plan to attend is cancelled due to 
factors out of our control, we will inform you of the 
cancellation and refund your order. If your event 
is rescheduled, we will inform you of the resched-
uled date and give you the option to attend the 
new date or receive a refund.

RESTROOMS
Restrooms are located in the lobby and in the 
City Centre. 

LOST AND FOUND
The Sumter Opera House is not responsible for 
any items lost or stolen. Please turn in any article 
found to our Box Office. Items found by other pa-
trons or our staff will be placed in the Box Office 
and kept for 30 days. Unclaimed items will then 
be donated. Personal items such as wallets, purs-
es, cell phones, or jewelry will be returned to their 
proper owners when provided with identification 
and an accurate description of the item.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Gift certificates can be in any denomination and 
are available for purchase through the Box Office. 
Gift certificates are good for any event for which 
tickets are available and on sale to the public. Val-
id for one year from date of purchase.

DONOR & CORPORATE SPON-
SORSHIPS          
Tax-deductible donations from individuals and 
corporate sponsors are greatly appreciated and 
always welcome. Your contributions ensure low 
ticket prices and high quality performances. Call 
803-774-3955 to have a representative contact 
you with more details.

MAILING LIST
The Sumter Opera House maintains an e-mail 
mailing list comprised of only those individuals 
who have specifically requested to receive up-
dates. E-blasts are generally sent out weekly and 
keep recipients up-to-date on the latest news, 
upcoming events, and special offers. We will not 
sell or share this list with anyone and you may 
unsubscribe at any time. You may sign up for the 
mailing list by visiting SumterOperaHouse.com or 
by visiting the Box Office.
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THEATRE
ETIQUETTE
Please be a good neighbor to those seated 
around you! If you experience any disturbances 
during the event, please do not hesitate to con-
tact a member of our staff to assist. Disruptive 
guests will be asked to leave the seating area 
and are subject to ejection from the premises.

ENTERING AND EXITING THE 
SEATING AREA
Please time your exists and re-entry to the 
seating area to occur only at intermission or 
breaks between songs. This is a courtesy to 
other guests around you who will appreciate you 
keeping these disruptions to a minimum.

QUIET, PLEASE!
Once the show starts, silence or turn OFF all cell 
phones and limit conversation. If children are at-
tending this performance with you, please exit 
the theatre immediately if they become restless 
or talkative.

IT CAN WAIT
Save texting until AFTER the show. The light 
from tablets and phones is distracting to others.

IT’S A THEATRE, 
NOT A TRASH CAN
Snack and drinks purchased from the conces-
sions stand are allowed in the seating area, but 
please take any waste with you when you leave. 
Trash cans are distributed throughout the venue 
for your convenience. 

CAMERAS & RECORDING
Photography and video recording are frequently 
prohibited. Please refer to any signage or an-
nouncements before the performance to know 
if photography is prohibited or permitted. If pho-
tography or recording is prohibited and you use 
your phone to take pictures or record the show, 
you could be asked to leave. If photography is 
permitted, do not use flash as it is disturbing to 
the artists and other patrons.

VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAM
It is through the dedication of volunteers that the 
Sumter Opera House can provide an inviting fa-
cility known for its historic beauty and southern 
hospitality. We are grateful to the many volun-
teers which have become valuable members of 
our team.

For more information about volunteering, contact:

Seth Reimer, Cultural Manager 
sreimer@sumtersc.gov 
803-774-3955 
Ellen Jansen, Operations Manager
ejansen@sumtersc.gov
803-436-2505

WAYS TO SHARE YOUR TIME 
AND TALENT:
Ushers
Greeters
Ticket Scanners
Will Call
Box Office Staff
Concessions
Merchandise Sales

Hospitality
Poster Team
Special Events
Drivers
Tech Support
Costume Assistance
Preparing Mailings

STAFF:
Cultural Manager  Seth Reimer
Technical Director  Tim Langford
Operations Manager Ellen Jansen
Support Specialist  Lauron Haney

BOX OFFICE HOURS 
AND LOCATION
Mon through Fri  8:30 am – 4:30 pm
21 North Main Street • Sumter, SC 29150 
803-436-2616

TICKETS AVAILABLE 
ONLINE AT
www.SumterOperaHouse.com
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American Legion Sumter 
P-15’s hold opening day for 
their summer season.

NBSC sign change 
coming later this 
month in tri-county

Four National Bank of  
South Carolina branch loca-
tions in Sumter and one 
each in Manning and Bish-
opville will soon get a face-
lift as the bank transitions 
its signage and other legal 
branding to its parent com-
pany’s name. 

Since January, Synovus 
has implemented a stag-
gered brand transition 
across five states of all of its 
non-Synovus bank divi-
sions, company spokesman 
Lee Underwood said Friday.

With 38 branches in 
South Carolina, NBSC will 
complete that brand transi-
tion of  signage, business 
cards, pens and other legal 
branding this month. The 
signage transition in Sum-
ter County is scheduled for 
the middle of  the month, 

Underwood said. 
NBSC was actually found-

ed in Sumter in 1905. Syno-
vus acquired NBSC in 1995. 
Currently, NBSC has 340 
employees. 

Having one brand name 
will help with marketing 
and customer recognition 
across the Southeast, ac-
cording to Underwood.

NBSC Sumter Market 
President Melissa White 
said she was proud of the 
reputation that NBSC has 
built in conjunction with 
Synovus and is looking for-
ward to the future.

“Adopting the Synovus 
name while maintaining 
our local, relationship-cen-
tered delivery model will in-
crease awareness of  our re-
gional presence, our finan-
cial capabilities and our 
ability to meet the needs of  
customers and prospects,” 
White said.

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Report: Trump lawyers’ letter to 
Mueller challenges subpoena

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump's lawyers 
composed a secret 20-page let-
ter to special counsel Robert 
Mueller to assert that he can-
not be forced to testify while 
arguing that he could not 
have committed obstruction 
because he has absolute au-
thority over all federal inves-
tigations.

The existence of  the letter, 
which was first reported and 
posted by The New York 
Times on Saturday, was a 
bold assertion of  presidential 
power and another front on 
which Trump's lawyers have 
argued that the president 
can't be subpoenaed in the 
special counsel's ongoing in-
vestigation into Russian 
meddling in the 2016 elec-
tion.

The letter is dated January 
29 and addressed to Mueller 
from John Dowd, one of  
Trump's lawyers at the time 
who has since resigned from 
the legal team. In the letter, 
the Trump's lawyers argue 
that a charge of  illegal ob-
struction is moot because the 
Constitution empowers the 
president to, "if  he wished, 
terminate the inquiry, or 
even exercise his power to 
pardon."

Trump weighed in on Sat-
urday on Twitter, asking "Is 
the Special Counsel/Justice 

Department leaking my law-
yers letters to the Fake News 
Media?" He added: "When 
will this very expensive 
Witch Hunt Hoax ever end? 
So bad for our Country."

Mueller has requested an 
interview with the president 
to determine whether he had 
criminal intent to obstruct 
the investigation into his as-
sociates' possible links to 
Russia's election interference. 
Trump had previously sig-
naled that he would be will-
ing to sit for an interview, but 
his legal team, including 
head lawyer Rudy Giuliani, 

have privately and publicly 
expressed concern that the 
president could risk charges 
of  perjury.

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE
The Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
President Donald Trump, center, accompanied by Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, left, speaks to members of the media on the South 
Lawn outside the Oval Office in Washington on Friday after meeting 
with former North Korean military intelligence chief Kim Yong Chol. 
After the meeting Trump announced that the Summit with North 
Korea will go forward. Read the full story at www.theitem.com.

PLACE YOUR AD IN 
101 S.C. NEWSPAPERS
and reach more than 2.1 million readers 

using our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Alanna Ritchie   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys available

FARM   PET   GARDEN
Palmetto Farm Supply

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 8AM - 6PM

335 Broad Street • Sumter, SC
803-775-1204

It’s Flea and Tick Season... 
Don’t forget about us!

3

*SAME ACTIVE INGREDIENTS - 4 MONTH SUPPLY
ADVANTAGE II - $49.99 • PETLOCK II - $30.99

KILLS FLEAS, TICKS, EGGS AND LAVAE

*SAME ACTIVE INGREDIENTS - 4 MONTH SUPPLY
ADVANTIX II - $54.99 • PETLOCK MAX - $35.99

KILLS FLEAS, TICKS, MOSQUITOS

*SAME ACTIVE INGREDIENTS - 3 MONTH SUPPLY
FRONTLINE PLUS - $49.99 • PETLOCK PLUS - $30.99

KILLS FLEAS, FLEA EGGS AND LAVAE

EXCEPTIONAL
EXCITING

EXPERIENCED

2500 Lin-Do Court
Sumter, SC 29150

803-469-4490

Life is full of choices, but choosing
the right senior living community
should be EASY!

EXCEPTIONAL – All Day 
Dining Featuring Regional 
Cuisine and Signature Recipes 

EXCITING - Award-winning
Lifestyle360 Wellness and 
Activity Programs

EXPERIENCED - A dedicated
team of seasoned professionals
available to assist anytime

www.MorningsideOfSumter.com
A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  •  R E S P I T E  C A R E

©2017 Five Star Senior Living
Pet

Friendly
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DEATHS, B4 WEATHER, A10
WARMER DAY

Partly sunny and warmer 
today; cloudy tonight

HIGH 78, LOW 59

VISIT US ONLINE AT

 the           .com

LOCAL: Want to be a ‘yarn bomber’ ? Sign up today   A2

Tiger finishes 1 over par
Finau on Masters’ leaderboard with injured ankle

SERVING SOUTH CAROLINA SINCE OCTOBER 15, 1894

 FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 2018 75 CENTS

POLLEN FACTS
           Grasses are the most common           
          cause of allergies.

Ragweed is the most common 
weed allergy.

A doctor can determine whether 
you have a pollen allergy with a 
skin scratch test or blood test.

Allergy shot therapy has been 
available for more than 100 years.

Using central air-conditioning 
with a HEPA filter attachment can 
help reduce allergy symptoms.

Source: Asthma and Allergy Foundation 
of America

Why militarization 
of border isn’t new

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 
— President Donald Trump’s 
promise to use the National 
Guard to secure the U.S.-Mexi-
co border isn’t a new concept 
and is something the U.S. has 
done in the past for varying 
reasons.

Both Presidents George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama sent 
National Guard troops to the 
border when they were in the 
White House. And throughout 
the history of  the borderlands, 
the military or armed militias 
have been dispatched there to 
keep black slaves from fleeing, 
remove Native Americans 
from ancestral lands and sup-

press Mexican-American re-
volts stemming from anger 
over white mob violence.

Here’s a look at how the U.S. 
has used the military and 
armed militias along the bor-
der:

SLAVERY AND CHINESE 
EXCLUSION

After the U.S. seized Texas 
and American Southwest fol-
lowing the U.S.-Mexico War, 
armed militias patrolled the 
border looking for runaway 
black slaves. The traditional 
Underground Railroad to the 

SEE BORDER, PAGE A6

B1

‘

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

’
It’s sneezing season, but the yellow stuff 
isn’t what causes your spring allergies

Spring brings forth many wonderful 
things to people from nature with its 
warmer temperatures, but there is at 

least one unwelcome companion each 
year — pollen.

    Those who struggle with seasonal allergies 
suffer this time of year from symptoms such 
as sneezing, runny nose and itchy eyes.

    There are actually different types of pollen 
that cause allergies, according to experts. 
Tree pollen peaks in the spring, grass pollen 
peaks in the summer, and weed pollen peaks 
in the fall.

   SEE POLLEN, PAGE A6

No spring break 
for detention 
center students

While other students enjoyed a week 
away from school, GED and WorkKeys stu-
dents at Sumter-Lee Regional Detention 
Center remained in the classroom to fur-
ther their plans for self-improvement.

Sumter County Sheriff  Anthony Dennis 
re-implemented the educational programs at 
the detention center after they were discon-
tinued. He was recently given authority over 
the facility by Sumter and Lee counties.

“I refuse to call them inmates,” said Alex-
andra Baten, the primary GED and Work-
Keys instructor. Instead, she refers to those 

attending her classes as students. 
“When you label somebody, that’s what 

you’ve got,” she said.
Baten instructs separate WorkKeys and 

GED class for male and female students 
throughout the week. 

“Even though you’re in here,” she said, 
“don’t think this has to stop you.” 

SEE EDUCATION, PAGE A5

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

ADRIENNE SARVIS / THE SUMTER ITEM
A few inmates at Sumter-Lee Regional Detention 
Center are making the most of the time by 
strengthening their education with courses of-
fered by Sumter County Adult Education.

SIDELAKE
L I F E  O U T D O O R S  F R O M  WAT E R E E  T O  S A N T E E

Swan Lake to shine with 
one million lights during 
Christmas display

A fantasy 
in lights

B E R K E L E Y  •  C L A R E N D O N  •  K E R S H A W  •  O R A N G E B U R G  •  S U M T E R

Stocking stuffer ideas. 
Turkey fryer safety.
Real or fake tree?
All that and more 
about the fall/winter 
holidays.

The Holiday Issue

Dinner
with Jane 

"Entertain With Jane" TV 
cooking show host shares

decorating tips and recipes 
any beginner can use

NOVEMBER  2018 - JANUARY 2019

Bringing you 
entertainment with an

36 W. Liberty Street • 803-774-1200 • www.theitem.com

All-Star Cast!

36 W. Liberty Street • 803-774-1200 • www.theitem.com36 W. Liberty Street • 803-774-1200 • www.theitem.com
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NBSC sign change 
coming later this 
month in tri-county

Underwood said. 
NBSC was actually found-

ed in Sumter in 1905. Syno-
vus acquired NBSC in 1995. 
Currently, NBSC has 340 
employees. 

Having one brand name 
will help with marketing 
and customer recognition 
across the Southeast, ac-
cording to Underwood.

NBSC Sumter Market 
President Melissa White 
said she was proud of the 
reputation that NBSC has 
built in conjunction with 
Synovus and is looking for-
ward to the future.

“Adopting the Synovus 
name while maintaining 
our local, relationship-cen-
tered delivery model will in-
crease awareness of  our re-
gional presence, our finan-
cial capabilities and our 
ability to meet the needs of  
customers and prospects,” 
White said.
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coming later this 
month in tri-county

Four National Bank of  
South Carolina branch loca-
tions in Sumter and one 
each in Manning and Bish-
opville will soon get a face-
lift as the bank transitions 
its signage and other legal 
branding to its parent com-

Since January, Synovus 
has implemented a stag-
gered brand transition 
across five states of all of its 
non-Synovus bank divi-
sions, company spokesman 
Lee Underwood said Friday.

With 38 branches in 
South Carolina, NBSC will 
complete that brand transi-
tion of  signage, business 
cards, pens and other legal 
branding this month. The 
signage transition in Sum-
ter County is scheduled for 
the middle of  the month, 

Underwood said. 
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XCEPTIONAL
XCITING

XPERIENCED

2500 Lin-Do Court2500 Lin-Do Court
Sumter, SC 29150

803-469-4490

Life is full of choices, but choosing
the right senior living community

ASY!

XCEPTIONAL – All Day 
Dining Featuring Regional 
Cuisine and Signature Recipes 

- Award-winning

POLLEN FACTS
           Grasses are the most common           
          cause of allergies.

Ragweed is the most common 
weed allergy.

A doctor can determine whether 
you have a pollen allergy with a 
skin scratch test or blood test.

Allergy shot therapy has been 
available for more than 100 years.available for more than 100 years.
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reasons.
Both Presidents George W. 

Bush and Barack Obama sent 
National Guard troops to the 
border when they were in the 
White House. And throughout 
the history of  the borderlands, 
the military or armed militias 
have been dispatched there to 
keep black slaves from fleeing, 
remove Native Americans 

border looking for runaway 
black slaves. The traditional 
Underground Railroad to the 

No spring break 
for detention 
center students

While other students enjoyed a week 
away from school, GED and WorkKeys stu-
dents at Sumter-Lee Regional Detention 
Center remained in the classroom to fur-
ther their plans for self-improvement.

Sumter County Sheriff  Anthony Dennis 
re-implemented the educational programs at 
the detention center after they were discon-
tinued. He was recently given authority over 
the facility by Sumter and Lee counties.

“I refuse to call them inmates,” said Alex-
andra Baten, the primary GED and Work-

attending her classes as students. 
“When you label somebody, that’s what 

you’ve got,” she said.
Baten instructs separate WorkKeys and 

GED class for male and female students 
throughout the week. 

“Even though you’re in here,” she said, 
“don’t think this has to stop you.” 

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com A few inmates at Sumter-Lee Regional Detention 

Center are making the most of the time by 
strengthening their education with courses of-
fered by Sumter County Adult Education.

*SAME ACTIVE INGREDIENTS - 4 MONTH SUPPLY
ADVANTAGE II - $49.99 • PETLOCK II - $30.99

KILLS FLEAS, TICKS, EGGS AND LAVAE

*SAME ACTIVE INGREDIENTS - 4 MONTH SUPPLY
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EXCITINGXCITINGXCITING

XPERIENCEDXPERIENCEDXPERIENCED

2500 Lin-Do Court2500 Lin-Do Court2500 Lin-Do Court2500 Lin-Do Court2500 Lin-Do Court2500 Lin-Do Court
Sumter, SC 29150Sumter, SC 29150Sumter, SC 29150

803-469-4490803-469-4490803-469-4490

Life is full of choices, but choosingLife is full of choices, but choosingLife is full of choices, but choosingLife is full of choices, but choosing
the right senior living communitythe right senior living communitythe right senior living communitythe right senior living community
should be EASYASYASYASY

EXCEPTIONALXCEPTIONALXCEPTIONALXCEPTIONAL
Dining Featuring Regional Dining Featuring Regional Dining Featuring Regional Dining Featuring Regional Dining Featuring Regional 
Cuisine and Signature Recipes Cuisine and Signature Recipes Cuisine and Signature Recipes Cuisine and Signature Recipes Cuisine and Signature Recipes 

EXCITING - Award-winning- Award-winning- Award-winning- Award-winning

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

It’s sneezing season, but the yellow stuff 
isn’t what causes your spring allergies

Spring brings forth many wonderful 
things to people from nature with its 
warmer temperatures, but there is at 

least one unwelcome companion each 
year — pollen.

— President Donald Trump’s 
promise to use the National 
Guard to secure the U.S.-Mexi-
co border isn’t a new concept 
and is something the U.S. has 
done in the past for varying 
reasons.

ADRIENNE SARVIS / THE SUMTER ITEM
A few inmates at Sumter-Lee Regional Detention 
Center are making the most of the time by 
strengthening their education with courses of-
fered by Sumter County Adult Education.

Swan Lake to shine with 
one million lights during 
Christmas display

Swan Lake to shine with Swan Lake to shine with 
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in lights
A fantasy 
in lights
A fantasy A fantasy 
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A fantasy 
in lights
A fantasy 
in lightsin lightsin lights
A fantasy 
in lights
A fantasy 
in lights
A fantasy 
in lights
A fantasy 
in lightsin lightsin lightsin lights
A fantasy 
in lights
A fantasy 

All that and more 
about the fall/winter 
holidays.

A fantasy A fantasy A fantasy A fantasy A fantasy 

Both Presidents George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama sent 
National Guard troops to the 
border when they were in the 
White House. And throughout 
the history of  the borderlands, 
the military or armed militias 

EXCLUSION
After the U.S. seized Texas 

and American Southwest fol-
lowing the U.S.-Mexico War, 
armed militias patrolled the 
border looking for runaway 

— President Donald Trump’s 
promise to use the National 
Guard to secure the U.S.-Mexi-
co border isn’t a new concept 
and is something the U.S. has 
done in the past for varying 

Swan Lake to shine with 
one million lights during 
Christmas display

Swan Lake to shine with Swan Lake to shine with 
in lights
A fantasy 
in lights
A fantasy 
in lightsin lightsin lights

All that and more 
about the fall/winter 

Bringing you 
entertainment with an

Bringing you 
entertainment with an

Bringing you 

All-Star Cast!



SUMTER OPERA HOUSE MAIN STAGE SERIES 11

C O R N E R S T O N E

COLDWELL BANKER COMMERCIAL

IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE

SUMTER OPERA HOUSE.

(803) 778-1139
2 N. Main Street | Suite 200 | Sumter, SC 29150
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FOCUS ON YOUR FUTURE IN 2020
Explore Careers in Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts & Math

eSTEAM Sumter 
October 3, 2020 
Downtown Sumter

www.eSTEAMsumter.com 
sumteredge.com 

thelinksc.com
1-800-888-7926



SUMTER OPERA HOUSE MAIN STAGE SERIES 13

FOCUS ON YOUR FUTURE IN 2020
Explore Careers in Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts & Math

eSTEAM Sumter 
October 3, 2020 
Downtown Sumter

www.eSTEAMsumter.com 
sumteredge.com 

thelinksc.com
1-800-888-7926
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YOUR SPONSORSHIP IS ESSENTIAL!

Partnering your business with the Sumter Opera House means you will expose your brand to leaders 

in the performing arts community, audience members that include residents of our surrounding 

communities along with visitors from along the East coast, and an increasing number of

social media subscribers who follow the Sumter Opera House.

VISITATION
Since 2014, when we fi rst began tracking data: 

• Over 120,000 guests
• 100 national artists
• 45 Student Matinees (15,000+ Students)

ENEWS SUBSCRIBERS
4,500 Individuals to Date
72% Growth Since 2014

FACEBOOK
Over 7,000 Fans
45% Growth Since 2014

FANS ($50)
• Early Access to Purchase Tickets
• Listing in Souvenier Playbill

125 CLUB ($125)
• Benefi ts Listed Above, Plus:
• Access to Special Events
• Listing on Digital Displays at SOH
• 125th Anniversary Commemorative Gift

COPPER ($250)*

• Benefi ts Listed Above, Plus:
• 2 Complimentary Beverage Coupons
• 2 Complimentary Tickets to SOH Events
• 5% Discount on Ticket Purchases

*Additional Membership Levels and Benefi ts Available.

Call us at 803-436-2616 to become a member today!
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FANS
Audrey Adams

Norman Baxley

Randy & Brenda Burns

Jay Carter

Joe & Georgia Cherny

Frances Cockrell

Gail Drake

Charles & Charlotte Drayton

Michael & Lisa Davey

John Dykes

Charles Edens

Margaret Ezell

Don & Wanda Fitch

Charles Griffi n

William & Pamela Hamrick

Ellen Hill

Milton Hodge

John & Mary James

Allen Johnson

Gregory Jordan

Michael Larrivee

Lucinda Liles

Eleanor Norsworthy

Beth Reames

BJ Reed & Jo Thames

Scott Schroeder

Susan Scouten

Arless & Shirlene Skipper

Jeffrey Varn

Kenneth Weaver

Charles West

125 CLUB
David Austin

Teresa Brunson

John & Elizabeth Duffy

Helen Gilash & Richard Marian

Jack Green

Craig & Kim Hatchell

Dr. DJ Hatcher

Camille Jolly

Kimberly Jolly

Dr. John McGinnis

Kristi Miller & Ryder Ryan

Patrick & Darlene Sakole

Cathy Starnes

Thomas & Sharon Teigue

James & Teresa Thorne

Charles White

COPPER
Jerry & Nancy Baak

Michael & Sun-Tok Bachel

Elliott Davis

Suzanna Foley

Dr. Joseph Hathaway

MaryAnn Mease

Neil & Christine Neaderhiser

Sarah Osborne

Shirley Osborne

Jay Schwartz

Lee Tindal

Ava Winford

BRONZE
Joe & Mandi Chiappone

Ronald Eldridge

Melissa Evans

James & Rachel Strater

Anne Walker

Steve & Nan Windham

Michael & Jessie Yerkic

THANK YOU TO
OUR MEMBERS!
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5 S. Main St • Sumter, SC 29150
803.938.5699

J .  O ’ G R A D Y S
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Our Ads Move

www.dladigital.com

803.847.9095
dynamic local advertising 2019

Indoor Digital Advertising
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VVJJ JETETVVVVVVET-ET-JJJJ JET-
Equipment Company, LLC

ACAAACVV
PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE

SUMTER OPERA HOUSE

Congratulations on 125 Wonderful Years!

5746 Broad Street
803.494.4430 • Jet-Vac.com

Find us on Facebook @JetVacCarolinas

EQUIPMENT FROM HONDA, FATBOY,  RIDGID & MORE!
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Daniel
W E A L T H  M A N A G E M E N T

Protect        Manage       Grow

Securities and fi nancial planning off ered through LPL Financial,

a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Join us as we wish the

Sumter Opera House a

Happy 125th Anniversary!

CALL US TODAY AT 803-774-3121 OR VISIT US ONLINE

AT DANIELWEALTHMANAGEMENT.COM

At Daniel Wealth Management, 

we care and we listen. We strive to 

Protect, manage, and grow your 

future vision of your life. We do 

this with character, with integrity, 

and by seeking to earn your trust 

as we celebrate life’s journey’s 

At Daniel Wealth Management, 

we care and we listen. We strive to 
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Confidence you can
smile about.

Epps Orthodontics is a proud supporter 
of the Sumter Opera House!

669-A W Wesmark Blvd. 

Sumter, SC 29150

(803) 775-5500

EppsOrthodontics.com
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A focused, integrity-based approach to achieve 
your goals with enhanced quality, productivity 

and safety.  

• Specialty Industrial Cleaning Services

• Self-Performed Industrial Construction

• Commercial & Industrial General Contracting
• Power Services - Install, Repair, Replace

www.thompsonsoutheast.com

Since 1986 Thompson has provided advanced solutions for all major 
industries with our 3 companies and 21 locations.  

Opera House Ad.indd   1 9/21/2017   1:09:51 PM
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Shattered screen? 
Fading battery? 
Busted buttons?  

Whether it’s a 
phone, watch 
or tablet, we 
can fi x that!

Phone & Tablet 
Repairs

Shattered screen? 
Fading battery? 

buttons?  

Phone & Tablet 
Repairs

batteriesplus.com

Sumter
540 South Pike West

803-934-8605  

Battery testing & installation, screens, buttons & more

Marine & Boat
Keep cruising, fi shing, skiing 
& tubing with a battery 
strong enough to keep 
you on the water.

Golf Cart
The power to go whenever 
and wherever the day takes 
you, with a battery you can 
count on.

All registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

All registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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To all the dreamers, the artists who have a 
vision and work hard to fulfill it: Bravo!

Prisma Health Tuomey Hospital, formerly Palmetto Health 

Tuomey, is proud to support the Sumter Opera House and 

help it continue to be a main stage for the performing arts in 

our community. No matter what stage of life you’re in, we're 

here to support you. 

Find a doctor today at 803-774-CARE (2273). 

Dream big. 


